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The Indian Myna (also known as the
Common Myna) is native to Asia and India.  
 
The Indian Myna was first introduced into
Australia (Melbourne) in 1862 in an attempt
to control pests in market gardens.  Further
releases occurred in Queensland in 1883
(Herberton, Johnstone River and Townsville)
in an attempt to control insect pests in cane
fields.   
 
Indian Mynas have now spread from these
starting points to colonise a large portion of
coastal and inland south-eastern Australia
through to north-east Queensland.  This
range is continuously expanding northwards
and westwards.  Colonies of the bird
establish in urban centers where there is
plenty of food, and from there they radiate
out to surrounding rural areas.    
 
Follow this link to see the current recorded
range of the Indian Myna in Australia.
http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/spre
ading.html
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 are a widely recognised as a serious threat to biodiversity. 
was listed among 100 of the Worlds Most Alien Invasive
onservation Union, alongside species such as the Fox, the 

ral Pig.   

 Australian community is also rising about the impacts that 
ing on our native fauna.  During 2004, the Indian Myna was
tralia in the ABC WildWatch Australia survey.  Follow this 
esults.  http://www.abc.net.au/wildwatch/results/award.htm

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/spreading.html
http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/spreading.html
http://www.abc.net.au/wildwatch/results/award.htm


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TThhee  PPrroobblleemm  wwiitthh MMyynnaass…………....

IImmppaaccttss  oonn  BBiiooddiivveerrssiittyy  
The Indian Myna is a highly intelligent and aggressive bird that successfully
competes with our native species for food and nesting sites.  As Indian Mynas nest in
hollows, the negative impacts from this species are particularly high on hollow-
dependant mammals and birds. 

Ph

Mammals 
Indian Mynas evict small mammals, such as Sugar
Gliders, from their hollows.  As 42% of Australian
mammals utilise tree hollows, the dominance of
Indian Mynas in the use of tree hollows as a breeding
site poses a serious threat to the future of a large
percentage of our native mammal species.  Once
abandoned by Indian Mynas, hollows are avoided by
native species for a number of years.   

Birds 
Many Australian bird species are dependant on hollows
for nest sites.  This includes birds such as Rosellas,
Lorikeets and Parrots, and many species listed as
Threatened such as the Glossy Black Cockatoo and the
Brown Treecreeper. 

Tree hollows are now the most 
nest types utilised by birds in Au
to activities such as harvesting
urban and agricultural developm
hollow-bearing, trees in establish
When Indian Mynas colonise an
the threat to hollow-dependan
remaining hollows that are suitab
known to move into hollows occ
destroy their eggs and chicks.  Th
evicting large, more aggressive,
Dollar Birds from their nests.
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OOtthheerr  nneeggaattiivvee  iimmppaaccttss  ooff  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  iinncclluuddee::  
• NNeessttiinngg  iinn  rrooooffss..    IInn  aaddddiittiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  mmeessss  mmaaddee  bbyy  tthhiiss  aaccttiivviittyy,,  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  ccaarrrryy  bbiirrdd  mmiitteess

wwhhiicchh  hhaavvee  tthhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ttoo  ttrraannssffeerr  ttoo  tthhee  hhuummaann  iinnhhaabbiittaannttss  ooff  tthhee  hhoouussee..    BBiirrdd  mmiitteess  bbiittee,,  aanndd
tthheeyy  ccaann  ccaauussee  aasstthhmmaa  aanndd  hhaayy  ffeevveerr  iiff  iinnhhaalleedd.. 

••  AAccccuummuullaatteedd  ddrrooppppiinnggss,,  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  uunnddeerr  ccoommmmuunnaall  rroooosstt  ssiitteess..    TThheessee  ddrrooppppiinnggss  aarree
pprroobblleemmaattiicc  ffoorr  aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  rreeaassoonnss,,  nnoott  lleeaasstt  bbeeccaauussee  tthheeyy  ppoossee  aa  tthhrreeaatt  ttoo  hhuummaann  hheeaalltthh  aanndd
tthheeyy  aarree  aa  ssoouurrccee  ooff  nnuuttrriieenntt  eennrriicchhmmeenntt  ttoo  wwaatteerrwwaayyss..    

••  NNooiissee  aatt  nniigghhtt  ffrroomm  ccoommmmuunnaall  rroooossttss  nneeaarr  rreessiiddeennttiiaall  aarreeaass..  

••  Damage to fruit crops. 

••  

Damage to fruit crops. 

TThhee  ppootteennttiiaall  ttoo  sspprreeaadd  wweeeedd  ssppeecciieess..    AAss  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  ccoonnssuummee  tthhee  ffrruuiittss  ooff  eexxoottiicc  ppllaanntt
ssppeecciieess  ((OO’’KKeeeeffee  aanndd  WWaallttoonn  22000011)),,  thheeyy  caann  aassssiisstt  iinn  tthht c ee  sspprreeaadd  ooff  wweeeedd  ssppeecciieess..    
WWhhaatt  iiss  bbeeiinngg  ddoonnee  ttoo  ccoonnttrrooll  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass??  
 

IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  aarree  iinntteelllliiggeenntt  bbiirrddss  wwiitthh  hhiigghhllyy  ddeevveellooppeedd  ssyysstteemmss  ooff  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn..  AAss  aa  rreessuulltt  ooff
tthheessee  ttwwoo  ffaaccttoorrss,,  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  aarree  vveerryy  hhaarrdd  ttoo  ttrraapp..      DDrr  CChhrriiss  TTiiddeemmaann  ooff  tthhee  AAuussttrraalliiaann  NNaattiioonnaall
UUnniivveerrssiittyy  hhaass  ddeevveellooppeedd  aa  ppuurrppoossee  bbuuiilltt  ttrraapp,,  aanndd  aa  ssyysstteemm  ffoorr  ttrraappppiinngg  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass  aatt  ffeeeeddiinngg
aarreeaass..    DDrr  TTiiddeemmaann  iiss  ccuurrrreennttllyy  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aannootthheerr  ttrraapp  tthhaatt  wwiillll  aallllooww  ttrraappppiinngg  ttoo  ooccccuurr  aatt  rroooossttiinngg
ssiitteess..    SShhoouulldd  tthhiiss  rroooosstt  ttrraapp  pprroovvee  ssuucccceessssffuull,,  iitt  wwiillll  ggrreeaattllyy  iinnccrreeaassee  tthhee  eeffffeeccttiivveenneessss  aanndd  eeffffiicciieennccyy  ooff
ttrraappppiinngg  eeffffoorrttss..  

IItt  iiss  wwiiddeellyy  rreeccooggnniisseedd  tthhaatt  ttrraappppiinngg  eeffffoorrttss  aalloonnee  aarree  nnoott  eennoouugghh  ttoo  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  ccoonnttrrooll  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass..
TTrraappppiinngg  nneeeeddss  ttoo  bbee  aa  ppaarrtt  ooff  aann  iinntteeggrraatteedd  ssttrraatteeggyy  tthhaatt  iinnvvoollvveess  tthhee  wwhhoollee  ccoommmmuunniittyy  aanndd  iinncclluuddeess
aaccttiioonnss  ssuucchh  aass  hhaabbiittaatt  rreessttoorraattiioonn  ttoo  ffaavvoouurr  nnaattiivvee  bbiirrdd  ssppeecciieess  rraatthheerr  tthhaann  ddiissttuurrbbaannccee  ssppeecciieess  ((ssuucchh
aass  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaass))  aanndd  ccoonnttrroolllliinngg  ffoooodd  ssoouurrcceess..    
Some programs to control Indian Mynas include: 

••  tthhee  RReeggiioonnaall  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaa  ccoonnttrrooll  pprrooggrraamm  iinn  tthhee  TTwweeeedd  aanndd  BByyrroonn  LLooccaall  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  AArreeaass;;  

••  tthhee  ““MMiinniimmiissiinngg  tthhee  MMyynnaa””  pprroojjeecctt  iinn  CCaannbbeerrrraa  aanndd  CCaaiirrnnss  ––  CCoooorrddiinnaatteedd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  AAuussttrraalliiaann
NNaattiioonnaall  UUnniivveerrssiittyy;;  

••  
•

CCooffffss  HHaarrbboouurr//BBeelllliinnggeenn  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaa  AAccttiioonn  GGrroouupp  iinn  ccoollllaabboorraattiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  UUlliittaarrrraa  SSoocciieettyy;;  
•  CCeennttrraall  CCooaasstt  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaa  AAccttiioonn  GGrroouupp  ((NNSSWW));;  

••  MMoonniittoorriinngg  aanndd  ttrriiaallss  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  HHaassttiinnggss  LLaannddCCaarree;;  

••  tteepphheennss  CCoouunncciill;;  aanndd  CCoonnttrrooll  wwoorrkkss  ccoooorrddiinnaatteedd  bbyy  PPoorrtt  SS

••  MMoonniittoorriinngg  aanndd  ttrriiaallss  aatt  CCaalloouunnddrraa..    



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 HHooww  ddoo  II  IIddeennttiiffyy  aann  IInnddiiaann  MMyynnaa??  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Indian Myna is a very distinctive
bird.  You can recognise it as it: 
• is a medium sized chocolate-brown

bird with a black head and neck; 
• is about 25 cm tall; 
• has a black head and neck; 
• has a yellow beak, eye patch, feet and

legs; 
• 

• 
hops

has white wing patches are obvious
when the birds are flying; 
walks (some say strut) rather than

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Noisy Miner is native to 
Australia 

Photo: Richard Major/Australian Museum 
The Indian Myna has a black head with 
a yellow beak and eye patch 

Photo: Richard Major/Australian Museum 

The native Noisy Miner (Manorina 
 

 

Listen to the Indian Myna call here in MP3 
format (298 KB).  Copyright © Fred Van 
Gessel  
melanocephala) is sometimes confused
with the Indian Myna.  
Although the Noisy Miner and the 
Indian Myna both have yellow skin 
behind the eye and a yellow beak and 
legs, you can distinguish the native 
Noisy Miner by its predominantly grey 
body. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  HHeellpp??  
• Contact your local Council to gain details on local groups that are involved in Indian Myna

eradication programs; 

• If there is no local program START ONE!  Recent surveys indicated that most of the people 
surveyed preferred native species to invasive species and that they would participate in a
reduction program if it was available.  Your local Council is potentially one of your greatest 
allies so make sure that you provide them with the opportunity to be involved;   

• Limiting access to food.  Make sure that Indian Mynas do not have access to feed intended
for your domestic pets or livestock; 

• Limit access to roosting sites by removing exotic plant species known to harbour colonies and
re-establishing native vegetation; and 

• Restore degraded sites with native plant species that are local to your area. As Indian 
Mynas thrive in a disturbed landscape, new subdivisions provide a prime opportunity for them 
to extend their range.  Restoring degraded sites with native vegetation that is local to your 
area will assist in providing habitat more suited to native species than Indian Mynas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WetlandCare Australia 
PO Box 114 BALLINA 
NSW 2478 
 

OOtthheerr  UUsseeffuull  WWeebbssiitteess  
There are many websites with useful information on Indian Mynas and the control methods that are 
currently being trialled.  Here are a few sites to get you started.   
 
• The Common Indian Myna website  
•  http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/index.html  
• The Global Invasive Species Database  

http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=108&fr=1&sts=sss 
• Birds in Backyards  

 http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/finder/display.cfm?id=36

• Information on trap for use at feeding areas. 
lt_files/Page445.htmhttp://www.mynamagnet.com/defau

• 
http://users.bigpond.net.au/ozbox/myna_control.htm

 

Information on nestbox protection  

 

T: 02 6681 6069 
F: 02 6686 6866 
E: pamelagray@wetlandcare.com.au
www.wetlandcare.com.au 

http://sres.anu.edu.au/associated/myna/index.html
http://www.issg.org/database/species/ecology.asp?si=108&fr=1&sts=sss
mailto:pamelagray@wetlandcare.com.au

