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Purpose The catchment role play takes you on the journey of a water droplet from the top of the
catchment to the ocean.

How to play While the role play was designed to focus on the Great Barrier Reef, you can adapt it to
suit your catchment by changing, adding or removing characters. The play is designed to be modified
and customised to ensure your key messages are communicated siutients. The play is

dynamic and the script should be a guidese the wording and the landuse and activities you need.

LG Aa | 3I22R ARSI G2 o6S3Ay (GKS NRfS LXleé& ALK |
satellite image and a topograghimap with the catchment boundary shown.

Discuss the following concepts:

e What is a catchment?

e What is a wetland?

e What is riparian vegetation?

e What do you think the water droplet should experience?

e What activity/landuse is dependent on water for it to oce

e What activities/landuse happesin the catchment in which we live?
e Why are we dependent on this industry/activity (good)?

e What impact does this industry/activity have on water (bad)?

At the end of the role play, discuss what we can do as individadlg@ups to protect the water
qualityt WY 1S AdG OfSty IFyR KSIHfGKeQo

What will you need to play

e Blue water droplet cape it should be felt (or similar) to allow the droplets to be Velcroed on
during the game.

o Headbands for each of the key activities for yoatchment (students can have multiple roles if
you do not have enough players). Activities will vary from catchment to catchment

AcknowledgementThe Great Brrier Reef Marine Park Authority and Townsville Central State Sehool
presented the catchmemole playat the International Youth Coastal Conference held in Tallen€«ctober 2008
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Hi, | am a water droplét | have just fallen at the very top of the catchment and | feel ¢
fresh and cleaH  rdady %6r an adventure which | am hoping will take me to one of
seven natural wonders of the worlfit KS DNXBF G . | NNA &Npaw S S 7
Yippee! Oh here comes my first adventuke

Hi!l I am a National Paykhome to plants and animald.have been protected because |
am special. | show the community my natural beauty and allow people to have a
wilderness experience. People loveaxplore and relax in me. But | do have some
LINE 6 f Somiétiées anfmalsthat A @S KSNB Ay GKS bl GA2
aSSlt araa 2AfR tAa3ax3TeX

Hellg | am a water droplet on an adventure travelling to the Great Barrier Reef, wha
you doing in the Ngonal Park? How do you use me?

Oh hj I am Miss Wild Piggyl need to find food and water in my friend the National P:
¢ something my friend specialised in. But | dig up plants near waterways. | mudc
water, leavingbehind nutriens from my wee and poo. | am a messy pig!

e

Oh my | am not so cleand fresh anymore, you are a messy pighow have dirt,
nutrientst Yy R LJ122 FyR ¢SS Ay a9X hK , dzO{H

Hi, | am travelling this great countgnd have stoppeth this lovely National Parki am
exploring its beautyndgoing where neone has gone beforgust me and my bus and
my pets. Sometimes | illegally dump my poo and wee because | have mpitatim

this great bus and tjets full. | also bring my cat and dog to explore with me, they als
wee and poo! | leave rubbish and transport weeds frore ptace to the next. Oh | love

Oh | am getting dirtier and dirtiey | haveonly just started this journeyMORE
sediment, nii NA Sy da | yR L2 fedydaiust getitd tiehGieat Batzier| Ride
soonbecausd am feeling dittle sick. What is that up aheldd h K K K K X X
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Hi, | am the Daml provide water for us drink and live. People come here to play itom
go boating, camping, fishinga@S i &1 AAy3IXodzi GKSe& St ¢
| stop natural flows ashdestroy wetlandg K I K I K[| K i have ® hdvény e
sediment, nutrient and pollutantsEnjoy!

4548654858

Is there anyone who can help me take some of thisreedt, nutrients and pollutants?
Oh Yuck!! Please get me to the Great Barrier Reef,dam beginning to fdesven more
sick. Wh&a O2YAy3a dzLJ ySEGK

Hey waterdropletKk 2 4 RAR @2dz IS4G R2¢6y KSNBK LQ
the past couple of weeksut | just keep bangininto this cement wall. The water here
is not very nicand| am struggling for a breath, whereaithe oxygen gone? Where
are the snags on the sides of the river to hide in and take anm@swhy is this water so
murky?How am | ever going to get upsam to have my babies? Can you help me?

Hi, sorry to hear you are having trouble getting up the river to spawn (have bafias)
cement wall you are hitting is a dam! Humans built it to capture water for their use. |
a pity that they have not thught to put a fish passage onisiohm to help you.

9y (SN aa %I&inévwatgRiroplet @me into my homeslow down relax
while IOf STy &2 dzXhK @&whee hawsRou BeEnRdaN tdke\ shfiedof your
sediment, nutrient and pollutantbut | cannot take all of it. | ugdo be bigger but | am ¢
lot shallowernow because o$ediment flowing in from farms nearbyl used to have a
lot moreriparianvegetation(the trees and plants you see around the waterways, cret
and riverswhich captires the dirt during the rains. But as the landuse becomes mor
intensive the trees and ground cover become lasd lessand my work gets hardeand
harder. | am sorrywater droplet,| would love to filter you properly but that is just not

possible.

Thankyou,what LJA & G KI (i bigdeSso sh&dbilingfidh liké she/is (
suppose to, and take awaa}l of this sediment, nutrient and pollutant that has been
IAPSYy G2 YSXhK ¢Sttt |G tSrFad az2yYSoussy
| hope it gets better as | travel down the catchment.
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Hi' I am a Sugar Cane Farméiprovide sugar for all the food we eat! Everyone loves
adza3lF NX . dzi a2yYSdiAySa G(KS dGKAy3aa L R?2
creeks. As a farmer | clear the land taking away the trees and increasing erosion.
Chemicals and fertiliser are usadd they get washed off the land into the creeks and
streams. | try to do my best and do plant trees where | can but | still have to clear sc
of the land for my sugar cane to grow.

858848

Hello | am a water droplet on an adventure travelling teetGreatBarrier Reef.l am not
sure if you know it but lam alittl® A NJi & | & | NBbutd#gmieardify thate
everyone seemstoneedS X1 2 R2 @2dz dzaS YSK

| am abeef farm, | grazeattle and providéeef for the community to eat.l have a lot
of pressure to provide good meat at low pricasd lhave to run more and more cattle
to meet demands. So my cattle need lots of fresh clean water to drink , but my anir
have impacts on the waterwayshdy do their busineslike we alldo butduring rainit
washes into the warways. #so the land has been cleared and the animals eat th
AN} &4 FYyR 3INRBdzyR O2 @SN dshmddas thvaddirtyad Y d.
nutrients go into the water and causes algaegrow.

4o888808

Oh myl am getting very dirty again!h€ job of travelling to the Great Barrier Reef is
dirty work! | know these industries need me but | also need to be clean and healthy
the animals and plants that depend on me. If | get too dirty thativefish cannot
survive,and|l end up with lots of pest species in m&hich are oino use to anyone!
Bdzi L Y fSFENYyAy3a GKIFIG SOSNE2YyS ySSRa

Hi | am a Dairy Famngrowing milking cattleproducingmilk andits by-productslike
cheese, creamangogurt F 2 NJ 6 KS O2YYdzyAlded . dzix f A
their busines@andthese nutrients end up in the waterways becassene of the land
has been cleared| have had to clear the land of trees to make more roommigrcatie,
and that means some pollution goes into the waterways.

868688808488
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More sedment, nutrient and pollutants, am a very dirtyvater droplet after my travels!
Ohlook | see another wetlandyippee! 2 LIS Fdzt t @& L gAft 06S O

Welcome water droplét @me into my homeslow downand relax while tlean
g2dzXhK &2dz I NB OSNE RA NG &gk OK 1Sd8a &
pollution! 1was much bigger once but | had to shrink to fit in farms and developmen

Thank youl | appreciateyour help toget me to get clean, you really do play an importa
role in improvinghe quality of water flowing tdReef. | can continue my journey to the
Reef now Thanks againpgdbye

Hello,l am a horticultural farm and | grow all the fruit and vegetables we like td eat.
do need lots of water and as well festiliser to make nice fat and delicious food! | do
have to add some herbicide to make sure that bugs and weeds are not a problism. -
means that sometimes when we have big rains these run off into our waterways.

Oh my | am getting dirty again! This kedagppeninggosh will | ever reach the Reef ar
be clean! Seems everyone needs me but | keep getting dirtier.

4544854

Heywater droplet | am glad to meet you. | have become slimier than | ndsnaah |

R2Yy QO YAYR AT GKSNB A& I 0 Xxbutvehat isitfndtii NRA
tkSas LRfttdziltyda FyR {2EAQ,justfeezFuekkwherd i2 c
the clean water? Who is responsible for this mRick

I have met the things responsible for the muck on my travels so far! | am sorry | arr
odzi L Ol yQi KSfL) AGH

Stop waterdroplet ¢ you cannot go over m&ou must go uder my bridgebecause |
block your path with my roads and trackshave anmportant job to move people and
commodities around this country. | do have some impacts on the water quality as pr
drive on me, leaving behind rubbaetirt, oil, petrol and éesel. 8metimesthe drivers
(even drivers on the streets in town) thraWweir litter like cigarete butts out their
windows! Al of this flowing into the waters making you dirty..
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Oh my | am getting diy again! | can feel the oil aome. Wy do people think they can
dispose of their rublsh out the window and dump rubbishto the waterways. Yudk

Hello, | am the Mining Industryl.clear the vegetation in order to mine minerals. | dig
into the earth and use water to process thenarals.| use large machinery which cause

oftRAMoN  erosion and leave pollutants and toxiksy i 2 61 G SNB I &éa | yR ON
rehabilitate my site but now when mining is fingghl am replanted with native treesnd
monitored to make sure | am not impacagjrthe environment.

8686808804848

I am glad you are working on putting back the trees and ground cover because with
these measures | would be in a terrible way. Waterways are not for polluting, too mi

plants, animals and humans rely on me $arvival. Bye.. | must be nearly at the Reef
this is exhausting!

Look at you! Stay a whiteyou need to clean up before yayet to the great Barrier Ree
You do know you are about to enter a quarry and the urban ard@ 2 dz3 K R Rayh¢
sure you will be dirty again in no tirke

Thank you | have been surprised abw important | am to everyonet $eems that the
solution to pollution is dilutiorg but that really is not the case! | can only do so much
everyone.

WETLAND

roads, infrastructure and towns. | need to use heavy machinery and fuel to do this. |
QUARRY change the landscape and the diriectthe water flows across and under the ground.
use a lot of water in my daily operations.

&8 848

- Hi, | am a quarry and | need to clear the land and dig up the earth to use to build ou
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Oh filthy filthy filthyc this journey has not been valt | expected! Whats this ahead?
Must be the urban area.

Hi, | am theurban aea, lots of people liveyork, play and go to scho@ me. People in
dzNB Iy | NSFa ySSR IyR dzasS | 2 (Gherg &doflenh (i
they never even consider thgbu areprecious. Everyday things thagople do make the
water drty! Hushing the toilet, washing themselves, clothears dropping cigarett
odzitaz tAGAOSNE y20 LdzidAy3a GKSANI NMz 6
the urban areas can be really naughty.

858858

Gosh there is a lot of pressuom waer at the bottom of the catchrent. It seemghat
most of the population is here near the coastd they need me to be part of most of th
things that they do. They really depend on me to survive. | hope they learn how to
minimise the impact they haon me.

h KX 0 dzil ampthewastX water treatment plant; my job is to clean the water
before it flows to the Reef. | am under constant pressure to treat more waste as the
dzZNB Iy | NBI O2ydAydzSa G2 3INP g Bealsethis\ityds?
growing biggeand bigger! Ad it costs a lot tanake me bigger and better.

44

You really are important, all urban areas need to consider your size and what you c
cope with to make sure that you can manage the waste that gets created by the hui
that live in the urban areas.

Hey | am a frog and have | had a tough time tryinfind clean water and a nice habitat
to live in! | keep getting diseases and my family and friends are disappearing. Wher
SYGANRYYSYyG AayQd Ay olFflyOS L +Y | 3
losing my croak | hope you can make dafterence.

Hey Mr frog, | have had a jowew of a lifetime and have passégl so many industries
that depend on me. The habitat you are talgiabout is becomingore and more
precious as we build places to live and food ta @aé places you need teurvive ae
becoming less and less. The demands on me and the lack ofllatigeds to assist in
cleaningand slowing my flows are causing you to be stressed. | hope that people ci
learn to take better care of me and know | am a precious resource.
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. Hi, I am the airportl am essential for moving people agdods around. | was often buil
b o in the areas that werence called wetlands! They used to tinsidered useless, stinky,

¢ o smelly places. The airport was much more importaBiit now | hope they rdse
AIRPORT

wetlands are really important too.

458844

After the journey that | have had, | know how import wetlands are and the role they
in slowing and cleaning the water as it flows from the upper catchment to the Great
Barrier Reef. | know you ammportant too and we need ouairports to provide transport
and essential services. It really is a juggle to make sure nature is included in our
developing catchments.

| see the Reef up ahead and | am dirty but finally | have reached my destinatio. Q)
b2GKAYy3 Aa 3IF2Ay 3 (2 Whiodh,bh XS whitdshapdedinghe
seagrass has been coverdlgere isno food for the dugong, the crabs are dyitiggre is
no food for the coral trouand the turtle. What can | do?

W9 2 L b Hwaferkirép movesback up catchment and is behitite mangroves who one by
one take off the sediment, nutrient and toxic drqp#l the water drop is clean)

I know lets put the wetland and mangroves back along the coast and | will flow throi
these environments and get clean befdrenter the Great Barrier Reefdvine Park.

Also people in the urban areas can help me by putting all their ribbish in the bin.

WETLAND

—

WETLAND

WETLAND

Finally I am clean ahas | enter the Great Barriee& Marine Park | caHelp Keep it
Great Yippee




