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Introduction:

Wetlands are areas of permanent or periodic to intermittent
inundation, with water that is static or flowing fresh, brackish
or salt. Wetlands are also one of the most biologically
important and productive ecosystems in NSW. Sadly these
environments are largely undervalued throughout Australia.
Since European settlement over half of our wetland
ecosystems have been lost. In coastal areas wetland loss is
even higher with the destruction of aproximately 60% of
coastal wetlands in NSW alone. Many of the remaining
wetlands are under threat and are degrading, with only a
small number under the protection of National Parks and
Reserves.

Over the years a range of information collection and
mapping has been undertaken for wetlands. However,
information sources are patchy and scattered. There is a
need to bring this data into a format that allows all wetlands
to be assessed and prioritised regionally and locally. This will
help to bring about the rehabilitation and protection of key
wetlands.

Project Description:

This project is funded by the Southern Rivers Catchment
Management Authority (SRCMA) through funding from the
Australian Government’s Caring for our Country —
Community Coastcare program. The support of community
groups, along with Federal and State Government agencies
is crucial to the success of the project.

The ‘Healthy Wetlands for Healthy Catchments in the
Southern Rivers Region’ project aims to collect data, map,
classify and prioritise wetlands within the project area, by
using a series of decision support tools and existing GIS
data.
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Above: Project Area map (green region), source WetlandCare
Australia.
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Objectives:

- To provide wetland mapping using a compilation of the
best existing GIS data

- To classify mapped wetlands and achieve
classification consistency across the region

- To prioritise wetlands for future investment in condition

improvement, conservation and protection

Who Will Benefit?

a) The Environment - an increased area of wetland habitat

will be protected, conserved or rehabilitated

b) The Community - improved wetland habitat will result in

more fish, birds, reptiles & other wildlife. Wetland areas will
be available for education and outdoor activities, e.g. bush

walking

¢) Wetland Managers including Catchment Management
Authorities (CMAs), State & Local Government and others
will be provided with maps, classes and priorities, allowing
them to make informed decisions about the management
of their wetlands

d) State and local Governments and the CMAs will be able
to rationalise & focus investment in wetland protection and

condition improvement of identified priority wetlands

Above: A freshwater swamp supporting a range of migratory

birds, reptiles and frog species.

Products:

- Digital Wetland Maps: 1:25 000 wetland mapping

based on the best existing GIS data, priority maps.

Above: Wetland map example: Wetland Class Map

- Wetland Prioritisation Matrices & Summary
Reports: Wetlands prioritised for conservation,
protection and condition improvement (according to

data available from existing GIS data)
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For more information please contact;
Amber Kelly

Project Officer - GIS

WetlandCare Australia

PO Box 114 Ballina NSW 2478

P. 02 6681 6169

F. 02 6686 6866

E. ambermoon@wetlandcare.com.au
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