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Summary 

 
From October 2008 to June 2009, WetlandCare Australia (WCA) has been working in partnership 
with the Burnett Mary Regional Group for Natural Resource Management (BMRG), undertaking 
wetland rehabilitation, raising awareness, and forging multi-partnered approaches to wetland 
management within the Burnett Mary region. 
 
As part of this partnership, seventeen of forty-two regionally prioritised wetland systems have been 
targeted and achieved outcomes as per recommendations under the Wetland Inventory and 
Prioritisation in the Burnett Mary Region, released September 2008. Three investment streams 
have been supporting this work, and many officers working within these streams have lent their 
support in achieving these outcomes.  
 
The Federal Government programs Reef Rescue and Healthy Habitats, and the joint Federal and 
Queensland government program Better Catchments have invested in these on-ground wetland 
management projects. 
 
This report outlines the achievements of these programs in supporting on-ground works for 
regionally prioritised wetlands in the Burnett Mary.  
 
 
 
Table One: Forty-two wetlands classified as regional priorities by the Federal and Queensland State 
government funded Wetland Inventory and Prioritisation in the Burnett Mary Region, September 2008 
 
 

Wetland Name Targeted for works 
BAFFLE CATCHMENT  
Litabella National Park  
Jacks Lagoon  
Reedbed Swamp  
Tableland Rd/Baffle Floodrunner  
Essendean Bridge  
Rules Beach/Baffle Creek  
BURNETT CATCHMENT  
Pound  
Outer Monto  
Killala  
Mt Perry  
Ban Ban Springs  
Middle Auburn River  
Goodger  
Auburn River and Cadarga Creek  
Saleyard  
Harkness Boundary Creek  
Monto Airport  
Ricketts Wetland  
Bundaberg Creek  

Baldwin Swamp  

Splitters Creek  

Tansey  
Mt Perry  
Barambah Creek  
Pasturage Reserve  
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MonRepos  
BURRUM/KOLAN  
Coonar Beach  
Miara  

Gillen’s Creek  

Arkarra Wetlands  

Eli Creek  

Maria Creek  

Vernon Conservation Reserve  

Burgess Creek  

Wongi Waterholes  

Burrum to Beelbi  
Burrum Treatment Plant  
O’Regans Creek  
Lambs Rd  
Woodgate Site 1  
Woodgate Site 2  
Moore Park  
GREAT SANDY STRAITS  
Crab Creek  
Poonar  
Upper Snapper Creek  
Pattern Fens – Rainbow Beach  
Tin Can Bay School  
Wide Bay Military Reserve – Teebar Creek  
Wide Bay Military Reserve – Kauri Creek  
Tin Can Bay Council Refuse Peninsular  
Mullens Creek Foreshore  
Carlo Rd GPT  
Summer Way  
MARY  
Reeceville Rd  
Conondale  
Upper Munna Creek  
Aherns Rd  
Mary Cairncross Park  
Booral  
Lagoon Pocket  
Coondoo Creek  
Tandoora/Susan River  
Urah Lagoon  
Tiaro Wetland  
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Baffle Catchment 
 
 
Jack’s Lagoon 
10m deep, spring fed Freshwater lagoon, with eels, mullet, brolgas, lilly walkers, herons and 
ducks found.  
Site: Jack’s Lagoon, Baffle, private landholder 
Partner: BMRG/WetlandCare Australia 
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of Project1: $9245 
Investment2: $6765 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: 

�  Landholder engagement  3 
�  Undertake DSS Scoring 
�  Fencing and off-site water  
�  Weed control 
�  Revegetation of unstable bank areas 

Outcomes:  
·  Fencing of wetland to protect from degradation by stock 
·  Weed control and revegetation of unstable bank areas potential projects for next round (if 

funding is available) 
 
Ronald Clarke, the landholder was contacted by WetlandCare and a subsequent on-site meeting 
undertaken. Ronnie Clarke was very happy to fence off the wetlands as he was concerned at the 
damage that cattle were causing the wetland. In the previous week a bull had ripped apart the 
Brolga’s nests in the wetland. Officers also investigated an adjacent lake on Mr Clarke’s property, 
and recommended some riparian revegetation as the banks of the lake are unstable. Mr Clarke was 
keen to undertake this project in subsequent rounds of the Better Catchments incentive program. 
 

 
Jacks Lagoon                                  Spring fed wetland system 
 

                                                
1 Refers to total cost of project including landholder contribution and incentive 
2 Refers to the investment stream contribution 
3 Denotes the successful completion of recommendations from the report “Wetland Inventory and 
Prioritization in the Burnett Mary Region Project” (September 2008, WetlandCare Australia) 
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Burnett Catchment 
 
A Council presentation was given to the North Burnett Council on Tuesday 5th May 2009 to raise 
awareness of the prioritised wetlands within Councils jurisdiction. All councillors and deputies from 
relevant departments were present. The meeting outlined all of the prioritised wetlands in the North 
Burnett and discussed ways in which Council and WCA can work in partnership to achieve the 
recommended outcomes of the prioritised action report. 
 
Pound 
Freshwater creek wetland with urban and agricultura l catchment 
Site: Pound Wetland Monto 
Partner: North Burnett Landcare/WetlandCare Australia/Burnett Mary Regional Group/North Burnett 
Council 
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of project: $12049 
Investment: $6049 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: 
Stage 1 works – 

�  Undertake Wetland Assessment  
�  Investigate actions to improve connectivity  
�  Actions to improve water quality (vegetative filter strips, buffers)  
�  Weed control  
�  Revegetation  
�  Community Awareness Activities  

 
Outcomes:  

·  Wetland Management Plan 
·  Flora survey 
·  Weed control trials 
·  Community Awareness raising through newspaper reports and articles in local magazine 
·  Revegetation 

 

Fencing of the wetlands has restricted cattle access and protected key nesting habitat for 
several protected wetland bird species, as well as decreasing trampling and pugging of the 

wetland soils and vegetation 
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Discussions are currently being undertaken as to the future of this site for a potential wetland 
interpretation walk with links to the neighbouring historical society. This is an important site to 
highlight the importance of the areas significant wetland values to the greater public. 
Meeting with Council Officers outlined future management options for the site including water 
quality monitoring, weed trails and revegetation. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pound wetland: Wetland indicator species                Pound wetland: Highly degraded system 

 
 
Saleyard 
Large open freshwater wetland with good species div ersity, impacted by nearby agriculture 
and urban areas. 
 
Site: Saleyard Wetlands, Monto 
Partner: North Burnett Landcare/WetlandCare Australia/Burnett Mary Regional Group 
(BMRG)/North Burnett Council 
 
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of project: $15892 
Investment: $9892 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works -  

�  Undertake Wetland Assessment  
�  Protect high condition and species richness values  
�  Investigate options to improve hydrology, aquatic connectivity and water quality  
�  Weed control  
�  Community Awareness activities  

 
Outcomes:  

·  Wetland Management Plan 
·  Flora survey 
·  Weed trials 
·  Revegetation 
·  Community awareness raising of important values of the site and wetlands in general 

through local newspaper articles 
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Saleyard Wetlands 

 
Auburn River and Cadarga Creek 
Cadarga Creek is a tributary of the Auburn River 
Two separate projects are being undertaken 
 
1. Site: Cadarga Creek, Monogorillby 
Partner: Burnett Catchment Care Association, BMRG, WetlandCare Australia  
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of project: $11452 
Investment: $5606 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works -  

�  Undertake Wetland Assessment  
�  Ensure ongoing protection  
�  Community Awareness Activities  

 
Outcomes:  

·  Fencing of Cadarga Creek to exclude stock to support natural regeneration of the riparian 
zone 

 
 

 
Sparse riparian zone before fencing               Revegetation will be the next step in this project 
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2. Site: Cadarga Creek, Munduberra 
Partner: Burnett Catchment Care Association, BMRG, WCA 
Investment stream: Healthy Habitats 
Cost of project: $24200 
Investment: $6600, In-kind support 
 
Outcomes:  

·  Wetland Management Plan 
·  Wetland Assessment Technique 
·  Fencing to exclude stock along riparian zone of Cadarga Creek, protect creek and assist 

with weed control 
·  Landholder cooperation (all three neighbouring landholders involved) 
·  Community Awareness raising through local newspaper article 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fencing of Cadarga Creek will encourage natural regeneration and boost the riparian buffer, 
increasing the ability of the system to catch sediment and filter excess nutrients. 

Cadarga Creek will be fenced to 
undertake strategic weed control and 

protect its natural values 
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Killala Creek 
Freshwater wetland in urban surrounds, crosses unde r the Mundubbera/Durong Road 
Site: Killala Creek, Munduberra 
Partner: North Burnett Council, BMRG, WCA, BCCA 
Investment stream: Healthy Habitats 
Cost of project: $16050 
Investment: $5100 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works -  

�  Undertake Wetland Assessment  
�  Protect current waterbird habitat 
�  Community awareness activities  
�  Weed control  
�  Revegetation  
�  Actions to improve water quality 
�  Investigation of potential changes to hydrology toward a more natural regime 

 
Outcomes:  

·  Wetland Assessment Technique completed 
·  Revegetation of Killala creek 
·  Community Awareness Raising through local newspaper story, and regional newspaper 

story 
 
This creek has been severely threatened by weeds and changes to the natural hydrological regime. 
This project is the first step in the long-term project of reinstating Cadarga Creek. An investigation 
into the hydrology of the creek has been recommended for next round of funding to reinstate the 
flows into the creek, and engagement with surrounding landholders and continuation of revegetation 
of the creek will be a priority.  

Kilala Creek before Revegetation                            Killala Creek is now a Land For Wildlife property 
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Revegetation Day at Killala Creek 

 
 
Ricketts Wetland 
Ricketts wetlands are one of the last remaining wet lands within the Burnett with an adjacent 
saltpan area. It is important fish and shorebird ha bitat 
Site: Ricketts Wetland Bundaberg 
Partner: Bundaberg Port Authority 
Investment stream:  
Cost of project:  
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works -  

�  Protection of wetland representative values  
�  Investigations of improved hydrology 
�  Weed control 
�  Water quality improvements such as vegetative filter strips 

Outcomes:  
·  The Port of Bundaberg is currently undertaking land use investigation and will continue to 

undertake flora and fauna inventories within the Ricketts wetland site 
·  Communication is good between WCA and Port of Bundaberg Manager of Environment 
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Bundaberg Creek 
A saltwater, mangrove line creek running 
through residential Bundaberg. The creek 
is well connected to the well-known 
Baldwin Swamp. 
 
Site: Bundaberg Creek,  
Partner: BMRG, WCA, Bundaberg Regional 
Council 
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of project:  
 

Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage 1 works – 
�  Protect fisheries and waterbird habitat values (improved connectivity)  
�  Community awareness activities  
�  Investigate activities for restoring a more natural hydrological regime 
�  Complete wetland assessment   

 
Outcomes:  

·  Wetland Assessment Technique 

·  Raising community awareness through media of the importance of Bundaberg Creek in the 
Burnett catchment 

·  2000 native riparian trees planted to provide buffer to Saltwater Creek (directly flows to 
Bundaberg Creek) 

·  Vegetated buffers established to saltmarsh areas 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2000 riparian trees were planted as a buffer to the creek during National Schools Tree Day 

Vegetated buffers will protect the 
saltmarsh areas 
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Baldwin Swamp 
Freshwater network of ponds surrounded by agricultu re and urbanisation. Considered to be 
completely modified, with construction of a weir ch anging the hydrology from that of a 
dynamic tidal system to a static freshwater system.  
 
Site: Baldwin Swamp Wetlands, Bundaberg 
Partner: Oceanwatch, Bundaberg Regional Council, DPI&F 
Investment stream: Oceanwatch 
Cost of project: $47,190 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works: 

�  Undertake wetland assessment  
�  Community awareness activities 
�  Investigate potential actions for improved water quality, connectivity and hydrology 
�  Weed control 

 
Outcomes:  

·  Construction of a fishway  
·  Wetland Assessment undertaken  

 
 

DPI&F Officer Andrew Berghius surveys the 
planned fish passageway at Baldwin Swamp 
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Splitters Creek 
 
Site: Splitters Creek, Bundaberg 
One of the last remaining lowland, stream-based wet land complexes in the Burnett Mary 
region, with no weir structures or interference wit h natural flows and passage of migratory 
fish (including the recreationally important barram undi, bass and mangrove jack). It also 
hosts rare and threatened species including the EPB C listed species, the QLD lungfish and 
regionally significant platypus population. Despite  extensive agriculture surrounding 
Splitters Creek (particularly sugar cane), a relati vely contiguous riparian vegetation corridor 
remains, important for buffering landuse impacts on  Splitters Creek and improving the water 
quality. 
 
Partner: BMRG, Bundaberg Landcare, WCA 
Investment stream: Better Catchments 
Cost of project: $21,340 
Investment: $5610 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Undertake wetland assessment technique 
�  Weed control  
�  Revegetation of riparian/buffer zone  
�  Community awareness activities 
�  Investigate options for improving water quality 
�  Investigate options for improved fish passage 

 
Outcomes: 

·  Landholder extension has incorporated 5 landholders in a targeted para grass 
control campaign 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spraying of Para Grass                                     Para grass blocks the flow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Previously blocked section, now Para grass free 
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Pasturage Reserve 
Site: Pasturage Reserve, Bargara 
 
Open, freshwater wetland under the tenure of Bundab erg Regional Council, adjoins the Mon 
Repos turtle nesting area. This wetland is consider ed one of the last remaining ecologically 
viable remnants along the Burnett-Elliott coast. Su rrounding landuse that currently impact 
on the ecological integrity of this reserve include  grazing, rubbish disposal, agriculture and 
urban development. The natural hydrology of the sit e has been changed due largely to the 
installation of drainage ditches and irrigation cha nnels as well as excessive groundwater 
extractions 
 
Partner: BMRG, Bundaberg Bundaberg Regional Council, WCA 
Investment stream: Better Catchments and Reef Rescue 
Cost of project:  
Investment: In-kind support 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Grazing management   
�  Weed control    
�  Revegetation    
�  Structures to reinstate more natural hydrology  
�  Community awareness activities  

 
Outcomes: 

·  Interpretative Signage 
·  Revegetation of Nielson’s Park end of Reserve 
·  Weed control targeting Duranta and Brazilian Cherry 
·  Fencing of south-west corner to exclude stock during wet season and decrease pugging of 

soil and destruction to wetland vegetation 
·  Community awareness through community tree planting and facilitation to plan and support 

monthly working bee’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This wetland will be fenced to restrict 
cattle during the wet season, allowing the 
wetland to function at its peak as a water 
treatment system 

CVA participants begin work on a mangrove walking track 
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Burrum/Kolan 

 
Arkarra Wetlands 
Site: Arkarra Wetlands, Hervey Bay 
The Arkarra wetlands have outstanding recreational and capacity values, they are also known to 
have threatened species and are a representative example of wetlands of their type. They are 
located within an urban surrounds and have been highly modified, particularly hydrologically. They 
are impacted by lost connectivity, weeds, poor water quality and the potential for increased land use 
pressure. 
 
Partner: BMRG, Fraser Coast Regional Council, WCA,  Fraser Coast Wildlife Preservation Society  
Investment stream: Healthy Habitats 
Cost of project: $12,100 
Investment: In-kind support, $5000 cash 
 
Outcomes: 

·  Creation of a groundwater monitoring programme to survey possible acid sulphate 
leachage. 

 
 
 
 
 
Arkarra wetlands provides important habitat for a variety of 
native flora and fauna as well as being a popular recreational 
area for locals and tourists alike 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The mangrove walking track will provide a 
closer viewing experience for the community 
and will include an interpretive sign outlining 
the values of mangroves and their role in the 

area 
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Eli Creek 
Site: Eli Creek, Hervey Bay 
 
Eli Creek is one of the only remaining coastal wetland systems of its type and thus is highly 
important as a representative example. It contains outstanding fisheries habitat and several 
threatened species. It is threatened by poor connectivity and changes to hydrology, high potential 
for increased landuse pressures, and point sources of pollution creating poor water quality. 
 
Partner: BMRG, Fraser Coast Regional Council, WCA,  Oceanwatch, DPI&F 
Investment stream: Oceanwatch 
Cost of project: $78,042 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Undertake wetland assessment 
�  Investigate options for better protection 
�  Investigate mitigation to point source pollution and poor water quality 
�  Investigate options to reinstate fish passage and more natural hydrological regime 

 
Outcomes: 

·  Undertake fish surveys 
·  Water quality monitoring 

 

Mary Catchment 
 
Upper Munna Creek 
Site: Upper Munna Creek, Broowenna 
 
Upper Munna Creek is a freshwater lagoon wetland with paperbark and reed fringe vegetation, 
surrounded by grazed, sparse woodland. It is a highly disturbed system, it has values as good water 
bird habitat and also in its soil stability, however it is threatened by lack of connectivity and lack of 
riparian vegetation. 
 
Partner: BMRG, WCA, private landholder 
Investment stream: Reef Rescue 
Cost of project: $21,070 
Investment: $10,500 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Landholder engagement   
�  Protect key water bird habitat areas  
�  Fencing and off-site water   
�  Riparian and corridor revegetation 
�  Weed control (especially aquatic)  

 
Outcomes: 

·  Fencing of the wetlands and two dams to provide off-site water 
·  Weed control program involving three connecting landholders to target Salvinia 
·  Long-term engagement with landholder motivated to revegetate the riparian zone in future 

rounds of funding 
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Salvinia completely covers the wetlands                     Fence posts dug to fence the entire wetland 

 
 
 

Great Sandy Straits 
 
Tin Can Bay School 
Site: Tin Can Bay School, Tin Can Bay 
 
Wet heath – paperbark – reed – saltmarsh – mangrove wetland complex, the Tin Can Bay School 
wetlands are an area of good connectivity and representativeness with excellent vegetation overall. 
It also has excellent local capacity for wetland works. It is threatened by some human disturbance 
factors and weed invasion. 
 
Partner: BMRG, Gympie Regional Council, WCA,  Cooloola Coastcare 
Investment stream: Healthy Habitats 
Cost of project: $ 16,925 
Investment: In-kind support, $4000 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Protect the quality vegetation community 
�  Community Awareness Activities  
�  Weed control   
�  Buffer plantings to decrease human disturbance  

 
Outcomes: 

�  Wetland Management Plan 
�  Weed trials 
�  Baseline data for fauna surveys with University of Queensland Student Wildlife Association 

of Gatton 
�  Concept planning for landscape architecture with Assoc. Prof. Glenn Thomas Adjunct 

Professor, School of Design, Queensland University of Technology 
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Left: Revegetation to stabilise the bank 
Above: Weed trails will help determine 
the most successful control methods 
for the weeds within the wetlands 

A Management Plan for the site will help to 
address a variety of issues, such as installation 
of bollards to lessen the indiscriminate dumping 

of rubbish and vehicle access within the wetlands 
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Tin Can Bay Military Reserve  
Site: Kauri Creek and Teebar Creek, Teebar Military Reserve, Tin Can Bay 
 
Paperbark – reed swamp – saltmarsh – mangrove wetland complex, located in upper estuarine 
reach of eastern branch of Kauri Creek. Owned by the Australian Army and is a  wetland of national 
significance. 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Protection of the values of the site 
�  Raising awareness of values of the site within the Australian Army to assist protection 

 
Outcomes: 

·  Raising awareness within the Wide Bay Training Area Environmental Advisory Committee 
 
 
Mullens Creek Foreshore 
Site: Mullens Creek Foreshore, Tin Can Bay 
 
Mangrove and wet heath estuarine wetland that has high conservation value with exceptional 
habitat values for rare and threatened taxa, waterbirds and fix and a high species diversity overall. 
High indigenous value and high level of capacity 
 
Partner: BMRG, Gympie Regional Council, WCA,  Cooloola Coastcare 
Investment stream: Healthy Habitats 
Cost of project: $ 11,850 
Investment: In-kind support, $4000 
 
Recommendations from Regional Prioritisation: Stage  1 works –  

�  Water quality improvement actions such as buffers, filter strips and rubbish traps  
�  Investigate options to reinstate hydrology 
�  Investigate non-physical obstructions to fish passage 
�  Continued monitoring of saltmarsh recovery   

 
Outcomes: 

·  Buffer plantings/revegetation 
·  Weed control 
 

 
 

Revegetation at Mullen’s Creek 
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CVA Volunteers erect a migratory shorebird sign at Mullens Creek foreshore 
 
 

 

Closing Summary 
Through the Federal and State government schemes Reef Rescue, Healthy Habitats and 
Better Catchments, eighteen regionally prioritised wetlands within the Burnett Mary have 
seen targeted on-ground works to improve their resource condition within October 2008 to 
June 2009. These programs have provided positive on-ground wetland outcomes, raising 
the resource condition of these regionally important wetlands. They have also significantly 
raised the profile of wetlands within the Burnett Mary region and engaged a wide range of 
stakeholders within the community, from landholders, community groups, local government 
and state government organisations, to schools and individuals. It is hoped that these 
programs will continue into the future to support these highly desirable and regionally 
significant outcomes. 


