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Chickiba Wetland Rehabilitation  
 Steps to rehabilitating East Chickiba Wetland 

Ballina Shire Council is proposing to carry out works to help 
restore the health and ecology of East Chickiba Wetland at East 
Ballina. WetlandCare Australia is conducting an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the Council to make sure that the 
works will have a positive effect on the local wetlands - your 
environment.  

The focus of the EIS is the northern section of the wetland, close 
to the East Ballina Sportsground (see map over page). This part 
of the wetland is Swamp Sclerophyll Forest and must be 
protected, as it is an endangered ecological community in NSW 
and an important SEPP 14 coastal wetland.  

The proposed works are shown over the page. 
WetlandCare Australia and Ballina Shire Council 
welcome comments on these proposed works. 

 

Why is the Wetland being threatened? 

East Chickiba Wetland has been severely impacted by past 
developments around the area, including clearing  (for grazing 
and development), construction  of infrastructure (roads, 
sewerage, powerlines, walking paths), drainage  for flood 
mitigation and agriculture and changes to natural water flows  
(due to levees, filling and increased stormwater). 

 
Dead paperbark trees are due to the permanently dee p, stagnant 

water which is unnatural for East Chickiba Wetland  

These changes have seriously affected the natural water flows of 
the wetland and made the wetland unhealthy, especially the 
northern section of East Chickiba Wetland. Some of the effects 
on the wetland have been: 

·  paperbark deaths  (due to surface and ground water levels) 

·  habitat loss and fragmentation 

·  poor water quality   

·  weed infestations 

A community issue 

Some of the concerns facing local residents include:   

·  flooding near the sportsground 

·  drainage of the sportsground 

·  the risk of bushfire 

·  a healthy environment - a wetland with healthy plants and 
more wildlife can be enjoyed into the future 

 

 
Flooded sportsground, June 2005 

Photo: Tintenbar-East Ballina Soccer Club 
 

 
Bushfire in East Chickiba Wetland during 2008  

What is Council proposing to do to 
rehabilitate the wetland? 

To improve the health of the East Chickiba Wetland, Ballina 
Shire Council is proposing to: 

1. Install a small rock weir  in the drain and reduce water level 
over time and prevent salt water entering 

2. Clean drains  to improve water discharge flows 

3. Realign pipes  from West Chickiba Wetlands 

4. Install floodgates  to prevent salt water inflows 
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Proposed works at East Chickiba Wetland 

Realign pipes 
from West 
Chickiba Wetlands  
Clean drains to 

EAST CHICKIBA 
WETLAND 

Northern walking 
track 

Chickiba 
Sportsground 

Clean drains to 
improve water 
discharge flows 

Install floodgates 
to prevent 
saltwater inflows 

Wetland is 
currently 

unnaturally flooded 

These works are 
presently proposed only 

and approval will be 
sought to undertake them 

Future proposed works: 

·  Partial removal of levees at edge 
of sportsground to improve 
drainage  

·  Control weeds 

·  Replace or clean pipe culverts 
under walking tracks  

·  Develop an Asset Protection Zone 
for better fire management 

To help fix: 

·  Blocked drainage, stagnant water 

·  Permanent flooding and dying 
paperbark trees 

·  Bush fire risk 

·  Sportsground drainage 

·  Weed invasion 

The Environmental Impact Statement for these rehabi litation works will be on 
public display from July 2009 for one month to allo w the community to 

comment  

 

In order to develop a balanced plan for East Chickiba Wetland, 
WetlandCare Australia has sought the views of relevant local 
groups and clubs, and undertaken a number of studies. The 
wetland will take time to restore, and improvements will be 
incremental and sustainable. If you would like to express your 
views before the public display, please contact Alan Cibilic at 
WetlandCare Australia. 

 

WetlandCare Australia 
PO Box 114 Ballina NSW 2478 
T: (02) 6681 6169 
E: ballina@wetlandcare.com.au  
W: www.wetlandcare.com.au  

  
Location of proposed works, Angels Beach 

Drive, East Ballina  
 

Angels Beach Drive 

Install small rock weir in 
drain to reduce water 
level slowly 


